PEABODY MUSEUM
0f ARCHAEOLOGY (& ETHNOLOGY

Sacred Spaces

Exhibition Opening Reception
& Book Signing

October 22,2009 5:30¢8:00 PM

Geological Lecture Hall
24 Oxford St.
Cambridge, MA

5:30 PM. Opening remarks followed by a
performance of Sufi Music

Immediately following the musical
performance:

Opening Reception and Book Signing

Peabody Museum
11 Divinity Ave
Cambridge, MA 02138

Admission is free

Information: (617) 496-1027

oExposure tXIslamic cultural
development is the best means to count
the violent ways in wikh Islam is being
redefined by fundamentalists¢

P

C Samina Quraeshi The Garden of Paradise. Mixed media. Samina Quraeshi, 2009

(Cambridge, September 8, 2009) Imaginative, vibrant, and saturated with the rich colors of South Asia,
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expressions of faith. Her work is a creative response to the experience of pilgrimage to the Sufi shrines
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in the Indus Valley. The images evoke the music, dance, and acts of faith that animate these sacred

spaces.

The Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology presents a new exhibition opening on October 22,

2009: Sacred Spaces: Reflections on a Sufi BeShmina Quraeshi. Raised in Pakistan and India, Samina

Quraeshi is the first Robert Gardner Visiting Artist at the Peabody Museum.v dzNJ S& KA &l @azxX & { dz
mysticism complicates the all-too-common view that Islam is monolithict unable or unwilling to

NEO23ayAT S GKS AYyOaSNYyLIFt LI dzNF fAGe HEmMRSGHDGA2Y | YR
life a landscape and a culture that reverberate with the Sufi traditions of mystical Islam. The exhibition

includes photographs, calligraphy, and mixed media compositions. It opens Thursday October 22, 2009,

at 5:30 PM with brief talks by Ms. Quraeshi and by Thomas W. Lentz, Director of the Harvard Art

Museums and William L. Fash, Director of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology. Their

remarks will be followed by a performance of Sufi music and by an Opening Reception and Book Signing

Ay GKS t Sdurd. ZhRexHbiion auns through April 30, 2010.

Related Book: Sacred Spaces: A Journey
SACRED SPACES

A Journey with the Sufis of the Indus

with the Sufis of the Indus

Through vivid storytelling illustrated with over 250 color im-
ages, Quraeshi adds her voice to the long tradition of
mystical Islam and illuminates the ways in which sacred
spaces act as profound expressions of both faith and culture.
Her journey, infused with childhood memories and ancient

legends, explores the localized traditions of Sufi practices in

Samina Quraeshi

the Indus Valley region. Essays by scholars Ali S. Asani and

Photo montage by Samina Quraeshi, 2009.

Carl W. Ernst and by Pakistani architect Kamil Khan Mumtaz
Photos by Andreas Burgess.
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dimensions of Sufism in South Asia.

Sacred Spaces: A Journey with thigsSf the Indusvill be published in October 2009 by the Peabody

Museum Press and Mapin Publishing. The book will be available for purchase at the Opening Reception

and at the Museum. It may also be ordered by sending an e-mail to peapub@fas.harvard.edu or by
calling (617) 495-4255® | I NRO2@SNE bPcpd® { I YAYl vdzN}SaKA gAfft a

Reception on October 22, 2009, at the Museum.

Samina Quraeshi is an educator, designer, artist, photographer, and author. Formerly Henry R. Luce
Professor in Family and Community at the University of Miami and Director of Design for the National
Endowment for the Arts, she is currently the Gardner Visiting Artist at the Peabody Museum, Harvard
University. Ms. Quraeshi has exhibited her artwork internationally and is the author of Legacy of the
Indus: A Discovery of Pakistan, Lahore: The City Within, and Legends of the Indus.

Professor of Indo-Muslim and Islamic Religion and Cultures at Harvard University, Ali S. Asani has
GNRGGSY T a/{ bfffrduyduniquedaéddur@ & Kjdurney through her childhood homeland in
search of the wisdom of the Sufis. Along this meandering path she has created an imaginative personal
history and a rich body of photographs and works of art, all of which reflect the seeking heart of the Sufi
gl e d¢

About the Robert Gardner Visiting Artist Fellowship

The Robert Gardner Visiting Artist Fellowship permits an established practitioner of the arts to create
and disseminate original work in still photography, film, and related media through such means as

exhibitions, books, journals, lectures, symposia and the world wide web.
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The Fellowship was given by Robert Gardner, award-winning documentary filmmaker and author, whose

works have entered the permanent canonof non-fiOi A 2y FAE YYIF { Ay 3Id DI NRYSNDa
R2O0dzYSy Gl N FTAfYa a5SIFR . A NERIpulsk i Rresar@2Refedtions & . f A
Filmmakerand Making Dead Birds: Chronicle of a Filimthe 1970s Gardner produced and hosted

G{ ONBWBY2AWZE | aSNASa 27T -MisdubéBrogiarkslonindepefident dadizy RNB R dn
experimental filmmaking. The series, considered an invaluable historical record of modern cinema, has

been transferred to digital format for archival preservation by the Museum of Film and Broadcasting in

New York City. Robert Gardner received Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees from Harvard

University and was director of the Film Study Center from 1957 to 1997. He is a Fellow of the American

Academy of Arts and Sciences and The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

About the Peabody Museum

The Peabody Museum is among the oldest archaeological and ethnographic museums in the world and

K2dzaSa 2yS 2F (GKS 62NI RQa TFTAYySadnetOderbBa®iiak2ya 2F K
from Africa, ancient Europe, North America, Mesoamerica, Oceania, and South America in particular. In
FRRAGAZ2Y G2 Ada FNOKIFS2t23A0Ft FyR SGKYy23aNILKAO K
the largest of its kind, hold more than 500,000 historic photographs dating from the mid-nineteenth

century to the present and chronicling anthropology, archaeology, and world culture.

Location: The Peabody Museum is located at 11 Divinity Avenue in Cambridge. The Museum is a short

walk from the Harvard Square MBTA station.

Hours: 9 A.M. to 5 P.M., seven days a week. The Museum is closed on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve,

/| KNAaGYlFad 582 YR bS¢g ,SINRa 5F&d ! RYyAaaAzy Aa b
children, 3-18. Free with Harvard ID or Museum membership. The Museum is free to Massachusetts

residents Sundays, 9 A.M. to noon, year round, and Wednesdays from 3 P.M. to 5 P.M. (September to

May). Admission includes admission to the Harvard Museum of Natural History. For more information

call 617-496-1027 or go online to: www.peabody.harvard.edu.

Media Contact: Faith Sutter, Communications Coordinator
Tel: (617) 495-3397  sutter@fas.harvard.edu
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